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E are not left in doubt, mern the 75 
. VV  wiſdom-and ſalutar > 
conſtitution under which the Hebrews ere „ 
Placed, as it proceeded immediately from Gon; | 
and, in reference to the particular circumſtan- 1 
ces of that people, was the reſult of unerring | 
perfection, It was'a free conſt „ in Which, * 
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all the valuable rights of the community were 
moſt happily ſecured. The public good, was 
the great object in view, and, the moſt effectual 
care was taken to preſerve the rights of indi- 


viduals. Proper rewards were promiſed to the 


obediĩent, and xighteous puniſnments allotted 
for the diſobedient. Gop deſigned, for ſpecial. 
reaſons, that the ſeed of Abraham, ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhed in a peculiar manner from all o- 
ther nations; he therefore undertook the gov- 
ernment of them himſelf, in all matters * 


ting religion, civil policy, and that military*eſ- 
a 


tabliſhment, which he ſaw to be neceſſary for 
their happineſs and defence. We find Moſes, 
who received this conſtitution from Gop, and 
delivered it to his people, frequently exhorting 
them, to maintain a ſacred regard for this di- 


vine inſtitution, and to pay a conſcientious 


obedience to all its laws: in doing. of which, 
they might ſecure to themſelves national proſ— 
perity, and enjoy, the unfailing protection of 


Almighty Gop. 


Io deter them from diſobedience, he called 
up their attention to that ſolemn ſcene which 


opened to their view, when they ſtood before 


the Loxp their Gop in Horeb : when there 
were thunders, and lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 


exceeding loud; ſo that all the people that Was 


nin the camp trembled. And the Lord com- 


| } © 


manded, ſaying, gather me the peaple together, and 


I; twill make them hear my words, "that they may 
learn Io fear me all the days that they ſhall live up- 
on the earth,and that they may teach their chilaren. 


of 
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Tn at argument 8 95 of in the text, to 

excite in qui people, a ſpirit. of obedience. to 
their contin and las, . was this, that it 
would raiſe their, character in the bebe of the 
nations: who from thence would be led, to en- 
tertain a veneration for them, 5 a great nation, 
a wiſe and underſtanding peo Joc. . This ſacred 
paſſage, i in connection with t ant Oc- 
cafion, which hath called us 75 TT > houſe of 


Gov, this morning, nh 8 our attention to 
the following enquiry. 


8 2 "—_ i 
233 11 . 


.. In what, doth the true keen of a people, 
2 civil community, conſiſt ? | 


Tat general anſwer to Rs 1 5 may 
not be difficult; it will no doubt, be readily 
admitted, that the higheſt wiſdom of a commu- 
nity of intelligent beings, muſt conſiſt, in pur- 
ſuing that line of conduct, which ſhall have the 
moſt direct and ſure tendency to promote the 
beſt good of the whole, both in time, and eter- 
nity. What ever creatures, may conceive to 
be a good, either, through imperfection of un- 
derſtanding, or degeneracy of heart ; Tera if 
that which they call good, is inſeparably 
nected with more pain than pleaſure, t Fog in 
the rn of as: 5 then it are 
with propriety be ſtyled good, certainly not 
the beſt good, conſequently wiſdom will not 
chooſe it. The province of wiſdom, is, to diſ- 
cover and elect the moſt valuable objects; and, 


to * the beſt means to obtain them. Theſe 4 
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obſervations, apply ith equal force to indivi- 
duals, and communities ; to all claſſes of men, 
whether in the hi gher, or, lower walks of life. 
Communities, Molt certain, as well as 18555 
duats;under the guidance of wirdont will p 
ſue chat conduct which ſſlall be * product, 
1 hap 125 in every res 0: den i | 
exiſtence. - benin þ te what 15 
that conduct, wiel all have tlie red ten- 
dency, and will effect the higheſt good ?” This 
queſtion, as ĩt 1. mankind at larg e in theit 
eferit ftate, miglit admit, a great Feet ol 
nfwers : ſome of which, may demand: part: 
cular notice on the preſenit occafion, ' * 


37 Wisponr will direct a community, to el 
tabliſh a good ſyſtem of government. Tt may 
be a Eon, whether the allwiſe Gop ever de- 

ned, that an of his Intelligent. creatures, 

in a ſtate © perfection, ſhould exiſt with- 
oh ſomekindof government, and ſubordi nati- 
on amongſt themſelves. All creatures, have 
not the 3 cities; neither. are they pla- 
ced under eq dl advantages 3 aid, if thoſe m 
be found, whoſe capacities are equally. exten- 
five, ſtill they are different; and ſeem t be 
defigned for different purpoſes, and ftations, in 
the great ſyſtem. We read, of thrones, do- 
minions, principalities, and powers among 
the angelic hoſts : which titles, denote. 8 
ſtations among thoſe ſinleſs beings „that they 
are differently employed, in degrees of. fubor- 
dination to each other, ini the ernment. of 
that holy family of which, God, 1 is the father, 
But, however this may be, as our acquaintance 
with that world of glory, is very Im perfect 
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yet it is beyond a doubt, that government was 
deſigned, and is abſolutely neceſſary for men on 
earth, in their preſent flate of degeneracy. 


Cxkarukzs, Who have riſen in rebellion, a- 
inft the holy and perfect government of 

| Ln have partial connections, felfiſh in- 
tereſts, paſſions and luſts, which often interfere 
with each other, and which, will not always be 
controlled by reaſon, and the mild influence of 
moral morives,. however great: but theſe in 
their external expreſſions, muſt be under the 
reftraint of law, or there can be no peace, no 
ſafety among men. Some kind of government, 
is therefore indifpenſibly neceſſary for the hap- 
pineſs of mankind; that they may partake of 
the ſecurity, and other important bleſſings re- 
ſulting from ſociety z which cannot be enjoyed 
in a ſtate of nature. Without any confidera- 
tion, of the various forms of government which 
have been adopted, in different ages and coun- 
tries; that, may be the beſt for a particular 
| e, which in the view of all their circum- 

ſtances, affords the faireft proſpect of promot- 

i. Hh gov and of fecuring the moſt va- 
ble privileges of the community, in its ad- 


miniftration. 


Cxvix liberty is one of the moſt important 
bleflings which men poſſeſs of a temporal na- 
rure, the moſt valuable inheritance on this ſide 
heaven. That conſtitution may therefore be 


efteemed the beſt, which doth moſt effetually y 


That 


ſecure this treaſure to a community. 


liberty confiſts in freedom from reſtraint, leav- 
FW 1 c 
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ing each one to act as ſeemeth right to himſelf, 


is a moſt unwiſe miſtaken apprehenſion.  Civ= . 


il liberty, conſiſts in the being and adminiſtra- 


tion of ſuch a ſyſtem of laws, as doth bind al! 


claſſes of men, rulers and ſubjects, to unite 
their exertions for the promotion of virtue and 
public happineſs. That happy conſtitution 
enjoyed by the Hebrews, of which, the Supreme 
Lawgiver was the immediate author, was.ho' 
other, than a ſyſtem of good laws, and righte- 
ous ſtatutes: which limited the powers and pre- 
rogatives of magiſtrates, deſignated the duties 
of ſubjects, and obliged each to that obedience 

to law, and exchange of ſervices, which ten- 
_ ded to mutual benefit. | And what nation is 


} 


there ſo great, that bath ſtatutes and judgments 


ſo righteous, as all this law which I ſet before 


you this day. A ſtate of ſociety neceſſarily 
implies reciprocal dependence in all its mem 
bers; and rational government, is deſigned to 
realize and ſtrengthen this dependance, and to 
render it, in ſuch ſenſe equal in all ranks, from 
the ſupreme magiſtrate, to the meaneſt peaſant, 
that each one may feel himſelf bound to ſeek 
the good of the whole: when individuals do 
this, whether rulers or ſubjects, they have a juſt 
right to expect the favor and protection of the 
whole body. The laws of a ſtate, ſhould equal- 
ly bind every member, whether his ſtation be 


the moſt conſpicuous, or, the moſt obſcure. 


Rulers in a righteous government, are as really 
under the controul of law, as the meaneſt ſub- 
ject: and the one equally with the other, ſnould 
de ſubjected to puniſhment, when ever he be- 

comes criminal, by a violation of the law. Re- 


e — Deut. iv. 8. 8 
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wards and puniſhments, ſhould be equally di- 
ſtributed to all, agreeably to real merit or de- 


tion, founded upon the general and immutable 
laws of righteouſneſs and benevolence, and cor- 


reſponding to their particular circumſtances, 
will therefore become a primary object with a 


2. Tux wiſdom of a people will appear, in 
their united exertions to ſupport ſuch a ſyſtem 
of government, in its regular adminiſtration. 


7 * 3 


Ex Ar ſalutary laws, diſcovers the wiſ- 
dom and good deſign of legiſlators: but the 


liberty and happineſs of the community, eſſen- 
tially depend upon their regular execution. 
The beſt code of laws can anſwer no good pùr- 
poſes, any further than it is executed. Every 
member in ſociety is bound, in duty to the 
community, himſelf, and poſterity, to uſe his 


into execution. 


Laws, point out the exiſting offices, relations 
and dependancies of the community: they 
ſerve for the direction, ſupport and defence of 
all characters; but conſidered as reſtraints, they 
more eſpecially reſpect the unruly members. f 
« Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawleſs and diſobe- 
dient, for the ungodly and for ſinners, for un- 
holy and profane, for murderers of fathers, and 
murderers of mothers, for manſlayers, for 
whoremongers, for them that defile themſelves 


with mankind, for liars, for perjured perſons, 


t 1. Tim. i. 97 10. 


> 


* 
* Go, 5 


9 


for the ſtrength and reputation of 
_ Vothaot alittle depend upon the uniformity and 


While they remain ſuch, ought to be 
be repealed: to have laus in force and not ex. 


government, and render all the intereſis of the 
Ecammunity inſecurc. Liberty, property und 
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and if there be any 3 that is ä 
to ſound doctrine. Iris unreaſonabie o ex. | 
— that the vices of man which are inimioal 


0 ſociety, will be reſtrainod by ſilent laws ex- 


iſting upon paper: they muſt he carried into ex- 
ecution, and be known to bave an active exiſt. 
ere — 

read bur feel the mung: the commas | 
— Iris not e — 


Fan ape look with preciſion into futurity, 
to diſcover all aria — and contin- 


gencies which may take place among a people: 


neither is it certain, that every x ä — 
Poſſeſs a fair character for ability and 
and ho may be called into liie, will be 


governed in all his actions, by public and diſim- 


tereſted moti ves. Through necellary imperfec- 


tion, F be enacted, 


ve ſalutary in their excou- 
prejudicial to the common 


which may not p 
tion; but | 


good-:- hence ariderh the neceffity afaltcrations 


and amendments, in all human ſyitems. * 


ese however, could be few ns poſfible ; 3 
ent; 


ability obſerved in its adminiſtration. Laws 


executed, 
when found to be wſcleſs or hurtful, they may 


ecuted, or to obſtruct the natural courſe of lar 
in a free ſlate, muſt be dangerous; will have 
many hurtful tendencies, will greatly weaken 


d / 


E * E. c- 


life, ane all precarious, ina fate her Aang 
ceaſe in their execution. When known breach 
es of law paſs with impunity, and open tran. 
greſſors go unpuni ſned ; when executive offi- 
cersgrow remiia in their duty, eſpociaiiy, when 
they connie at diſobedience: ali diſtinctions 
betw int virtue and vice will waniſh, authority 
will ſink into diſrepute, and government - will 
be trampled in the duft—for which reaſons, 
with others that might be named, it muſt be the 
wiſdom, the indiſpenſible duty of all characters 
in ſociety, to unite their exertions, for the ſup- 
port of righteous laws, in their xe admin- 
| 7 ide ay As it would: be e ingly unrea- 
ſenable to expect, that any peopie, can ever. 
alize the benefits of good ———— 
weak, or a: wicked adminiſtration—in which; 
perſons ane of, ee eee rin- 
FCijples of righteouſneſs and 

$1003 gen e ene mp e 5 
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5? 
: of 


Tus peace 8 mince of. contain 
have a neceſſary dependanoe, under Gun, up- 
on the character and conduct of thoſe ahi are 
called to the adminiſtration of govrrumem. 
A badoonſiitution, under the direction of wie 
and pious rulers, who have capacity to diſcern, 
diſpoſition and nefolutiom to purſue the public 
2 may hides blah arg wag 
ſubſerve many valuable purpoſes 
8 . 
trary ption, may be 3 or 
abulcd, as to became acurle — 


ll che wa. | 
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* of the moſt hin conſequen-. 
ces. The underſtanding, or folly, of a people 


in reference to their temporal intereſts, is in 


nothing more conſpicuous, than in the choice 


of civil rulers. In free ſtates the body of elec- 


tors have it in their power to be governed well; 
if faithful to themſelves and the publie, in raiſ- 
ing thoſe- to offices of truſt and importance, 

who are poſſeſſed of abilities and have merited 


_ rp by former you ſervices. ; TE 


— 9 — eien are qualifications 
indiſpentibly neceſſary to form the character of 
ſtrates. » No man, ever poſſeſſed na- : 
tural or acquired abilities, too great for the 
diſcharge of the duties conſtantly incumbent 
upon.thoſe, who act as the repreſentatives of 
the Moſt High Gon, in the government of their 
fellow creatures: multitudes however well diſ- 
poſed, are totally incapable of ſuch truſt. The 
intereſts of ſociety are always important, they 
are many times involved in extreme difficulty, 
through the weakneſs of ſome, and the wick- 
edneſs of others ; and there is need of the moſt 
extenſive knowledge, wiſdom and * prudence, 
to direct the various oppoſing intereſts of in- 
dividuals into one channel, and guide them all 
to a ſingle object, the public 4 Wo to that 
ple, to whom Gop by his providence in 


Ju ſhall fay ; *I will give children to 


r princes, and babes ſhall rule over them. 


And - people ſhall be oppreſſed, every one 


by another, and every one by his neighbour: 
the child ſhall behave himſelf proudly againſt 
the antient, and the baſe againſt the honourable. 


And judgment is turned away backward, and 
| Juſtice ſtandeth afar off: for truth is fallen! in 


} 
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| 3 equity cannot enter ; and he that 
Ae from evil ke himſelf pray. 2 


Bor knowledge alone, will qualify. no per- 
ſon to fill a public ſtation with honor to him- 
ſelf, or advantage to others. The greateſt 
abilities the moſt extenſive knowledge are ca- 
pable of abuſe ; and when miſapplied to ſel- 
fiſh ambitious purpoſes, may be improved to 
the am * S 1 in — 


W a | , LESELD 


| FipzLITY 3 is 3 eſſential des 
racteriſtic in a good ruler. This is a qualifi- 
cation ſo abſolutely eſſential, that when known 
to be wanting. no conceivable abilities can atone | 
for its abſence. | Fidelity hath no ſure unſhak- 
en foundation, but in the love and fear of the 
one true Gop: that love, which extends its 
benign influence to all the creatures of Gon. 
This is a branch of that benevolent religion, 
which the Son of Gop came down from Hea- 
ven toecſtabliſh, in the hearts of men on earth: 
this when ſcated i in the ſoul of man, becomes a 
ſtable principle of action, and will have an ha- 
bitual influence in all. his conduct, whether in 
public or private life this will enable rulers 
to maintain the dignity of their elevated ſtati- 
ons, amidſt the — temptations with which 


they may be aſſaulted feeling their juſt ac- 


countableneſs to thoſe of their fellow men, who 
have placed ſuch confidence in them, as to en- 
truſt hem with all their valuable temporal inter 
eſts: and what is infinitely more, feeling their 
accountableneſs to Gop; they will Iabor to diſ- 
charge the important duties of their office $: 

remembering that the day is faſt approaching, 


1 II. ü, 4, 5, and lix 3 14, 16. 
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oounſel of che prince of Midian, pro- - 
vide out of all of rar, able: 2 ſuch as 
a _ Gon, men of | 


= Fair republicans, as obſerved ove; have} it 


Ae tpirited motives, anda primary r 


men, an fall like one of the princes.” Able 


pious magiſtrates, who wiſh to anſwer the end 
of their intment, will not wiſh to hide 


will come 9255 ne _ _—_ wa . 


C3 


eee e 
ened free people, to be acquainted with the 


characters of their moſt worthy citizens, who, 


are candidates for public offices in the commu- 
nity ; and, it is equally their intereſt and pri- 
vilege, ro make choice of thoſe-only to be xu- 
ters, who are known their tribes, for 
wiſdom and piety. Following the fabutary 
w 


covetouſnels, | 


hating 


in-their power to be governed well: but they 


are in the utmoſt danger through a wanton. 


abuſe of this power. Actuated, by noble Pub. 


real merit in their elections; they will have 


' the heads of their tribes, as fathers to lead them 


in paths of ſafety and peace: under the guid- 
ance of ſuch rulers, who conſider their ſubjecta 


a brethren, and children, and all the intereſts 
of the community as their own ; a people can 


hardly fail of all that happineſs of which. ſoci- 


OP capable this enen ſtate. AVER. | 


2 2 


Bur when party ſpirit, local views, and in- 


tereſted motives, direct their . when 


their real characters from the public ey eyo——they 5 


to 


treten ese * 


they loofe fight of the great en 
the public good, and give themfel ed 
baneful influence of pa demag 
they may well expect to reap the bitter | feats 
cf their own folly, ima partial p : 
_ miniſtration. - Through” 
of their privileges,” moſt erte ave- * wh — 
lberties; and have fallen a prey to ic ive | 
and ambition 5 defig and wicked mem. 
. evũs are in authority, che 
ut when the wicked beareth 


horas not to Deſerve hes pri 
to the ſate—end ſhould he Frave addr 
itn x he muff be deftiturt'© 
bility; not to feel himifelf to be deſpicable 
private difhonorabfe methods to raiſe perſons 
to office, convey # ſtrong ſuſpicion to tfie dif 
eerning mind, that merit is wanting real 
Merit may dwell in obfcurity, but it needetir 
not, neither will it ever ſolicit, the æĩds of cor. 
fuption to bring itſeff into view. Whew 
ſtreams are 1 eck Hr their fountain ry ; 
will not fait to run impure offices in govt | 
ment obtained by purchaſe, wilt always Wine 
| Kere to regain the purchaſe mont wirbt 5 
rereaſe: and venal adminiftratio 4 
els neither difpoſition nor ftrengthr + i 
rect the vices of others; but will ts ta ang 
Ker n ir the 8 W erſon· 
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4. Wizpon will aide eople to maintain a 
Fa” regard.to righteouſneſs, in reference o 


erke and ae. 5 Rn. Bethel 


SF" 


| Mozart righteouſneſs i is one cold: thoſe 335 
bonds by which all public ſocieties are ſup- - 
ported. Heathen nations ignorant of divine N 


velation, and the particular duties and obliga- 
tions which are enlightened and inforced by 


the word and authority. of Gop ; have never 
theleſs been ſenſible, of the great im bortance 
of moral righteouſneſs. Greece and Roine, in 
the ng of their greatneſs, before they. 
ſunk into effeminacy and corruption, were 


careful to encourage and maintain public and 


iyate juſtice : they laboured to diffuſe prin- 
Giples of of righteouſneſs among all ranks of their 

citizens. | yy of their. wriings on this ſub- 
51 deſerve attention ſo far as the obſervance 
of moral duties reſpect civil communities, and 
the well-being of mankind in the preſent world. 
As all civil bee have their foundation 
in compacts, by which individuals immerge 
out of a ſtate of nature, and become one great 
whole, cemented together by voluntary en- 


obſerve ſuch regulations, and perform ſuch du- 


ties as may tend to mutual advantage: hence 
ariſeth the neceſſity of righteouſneſs, this being 


the baſis on which all muſt depend. When 
this fails, compacts will be dif! regarded, men 


will looſe a ſenſe of their obligations to each 
other, inſtead of confidence ma, 
be a ſpirit of diſtruſt and fear, every man will 


harmony, will 


be afraid of his neighbour ; jealouſies will ſub- 


ments; covenanting with each other, to 


ELECTION” SERMON: 19 


n community will. be loſt-in animoſity and 


diviſion, all ability for united exertion will be 
deſtroyed, and, the bonds of ſociety being bro- 
ken it muſt be diſſolved. 'It was long fince. . 


obſerved, by one of the greateſt and wiſeſt of 


kings, and will for ever remain true; © That 
righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: but fin is a re- 


proach to any people. The truth of this di- 


vine maxim doth not depend upon any arbitra- 


xy conſtitution, or, poſitive ſyſtem of govern- 


ment: but flows from the TOO: and nature 


_ f 7 . 4 4 4 
0 thing 8. 7 7 ; 7 
*. Ss #4 #3 #5. 7 9 2 © »+ 


Tut FRE 1 in he contirativn of 3 an 


eflabliſhed connection, between the practice of 


righteouſneſs and the ha pinch of moral be- 
ings united in ſociety. Public faith, and pri- 
vate juſtice, lay a foundation, for public ſpir- 
it and vigorous exertion to reſt upon; in ſuch. 
a ſtate, every one will receive. a proper reward 


for his ſervice, let his ftation be what it may; 
and every delinquent, will realize ſuch puniſh- 


ment, as his offence, or neglect of duty may de- 


ſerve. - In a fixed regular courſe of communi- 


. 


cative and diſtributive juſtice, all may know 
before hand, what the reward of their conduct 


will be. What the apoſtle hath ſaid concern 


b the natural body, 2 applied to the church 
Cukrsr; may with equal propriety and lit- 
tle variation, be applied to political ſocieties. 
bodies are compoſed of various members, 


the members have various offices, but all of 


them are neceſſary, for the well being of the 
whole; there is lomethin due from the body 
nd ow rom OT Wen 
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and — maipmined Ae ee 
whole. 8 mans Nin 15 | | 


v3 flat 


Tur members of a well Set ciyil com- 
munity, under an equal and juſt K 
have no more reaſon to complain of the ſta- 
tion alloted to them in providence ;. than. the 
members of the natural body, have of theplace, 
by Gop aſſigned them in that. The eye cannot 
Tayunto the head, I have no need of thee ; nor a- 
gain the head to to the feet, I have no need of 


you. But that the members ſhould haye the 
lame care one for another. And whether one 


member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it: 
or one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it,” , No member of the natural 

y, of a civil community, or of Gop's moral 
2704 om, can be required to do more, than ob- 
ſerve the proper fog of its own ſtation: when 


thus 18 performed, all is done which can reaſon. 
_ ably be burn it hath dane w 2 72 


expect the eee and PORE 


r 
# 3 L 


Ne may indeed Sapa Feten W are 
angels; and do it with as much propriety, 
1 diſcontented, becauſe they are not 
all * at the head of civil communities. 


| The allwiſe Gov, hath given us our capacities, 
and fixed our ſtations, and when ibis 


is obſerved by us, and the community of which 


we are members, we ſhall then do, and receive, 


what belongs to us, and this is all we can rea- 
ſonably deſire. 8 8 


5. Taz wittions of a Pepe eh wo 
kts, in paying an unfeigned obedience to th 


ELECTION SERMON: 2 


inſtitutions: of that religion, which the 2 
Lawgiver bach clebliſhed in ws church on 
earth. 


Tuar religen, wh Skich) God kak . 
oy 0 fational beings, is not only. Party: for 


ory, but eſſential to their „19 
hi gin a character, as ruly religious, 
er the light of divine revela y no 


means ſufficient, that men | Hold 5 ac- 
; 98 the exiſtence, and general Nee 
dence of one ſupreme Drirr. From this hea- 
venly light, we obtain decided evidence, that 
the Almighty Father, hath ſet his well (below 
Son the bleſſed IMManuL, as 
holy hill of Zion. This Divine perlon, in . in he 
mediatorial character, is exalted; far above all 
Principality, and power, and might, and da- 
minion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alſo, in ge — which 
is to came. And "all things are put under 

his feet. That at the name of Jz8vs, every- 
knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue ſhou fa confeſs, that Jz- 


sus CHRIST 18 Kaen he, Blory o of Gopthe 
Father.” 8 


In vain, do N W worſhi — the gre 
Jehovah, and preſent their ſervices” | 
but, in the name, and for the ſake'of 7 lori- 

ous Mediator. For it is his wilt * that all men 


ſhould: honor the Son, even as fey? honor my 
Father.“ Woo 


RE haves theie: 1 * 
from, this glorious perſonage. The kingdom 


is his, and he ruleth yy the nations. 


oy mT Q 
* r ao 

2 A, a tl i eh Da- 

. 3 _ = 


COLT EONS ox Ire 


15 
0 


7 
$54 
+ 
i 
i 
9 
LA 
15 


; 57; 
2 

C 
7 
. * 
1 
e 


of other ſtates, to be de ſtroyed. 
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Through his bounty, and ſpecial providence} | 
it is, that a people enjoy the ineſtimable liber- 


ties and numerous advantages of a well N 2 


ted civil ſociety: through his Bugs tl jo 
"7 


are inſpired with „ o adopt, wi 


ſtrength and public | 0 irit to E 1 45 a ae. 


teous conſtitution: : 
ers, to uide 1 in 86 


dential ee "ey i are © given as a 7 35 1 | 


ts and. 


\Tavs abſolutely dependant, are temporal 


communities, an . all human things, upon 


Him who reigneth King in Zion. © Be wiſe 


now therefore, O ye kin 's ; be inſtructed, xe 


judges of the earth. Kiſs the Son leſt” he be 


angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his 


wrath is kindled but a little: e are al 


they that put their truſt i in him,” 


Tun holy religion of the Son of Gov, bath 


a moſt powerful and benign influence upon 
moral beings in ſociety. . It not only reſtrains 
malicious revengeful paſſions, and curbs un- 


ruly luſts; but will in event, eradicate them 


all from the human breaſt—it implants all the 


divine graces and ſocial virtues in the heart —it 
ſweetens the diſpoſitions of men, and fits them 


for all the pleaſing ſatisfactions, of rational 
| friendſhip—teaches them ſelf denial—inſpires 
them with a e 0 * them S 


"ELECTION SERMON. 23 


with love to others, to righteouſneſs and mercy 
makes them careful to diſcharge the duties 

of their ſtations· diligent and contented in their 
callings this, beyond any other 8 » 
will: increaſe the real dignity of rulers—will 
give quiet and ſubmiſſion to ſuhjects— this is 
the only true and genuine ſpirit oflibexty, which 

can give abiding union and energy to ſtates— 
and will enable them to bear proſpe 


n rity without 5 
pride and ſupport them in adverſity, without 
dejection— this will afford all claſſes of men 


4 , - 


" 9 0 | : W e 5 3 
conſolation in death, and render them happy in 8 
Gov, their full eternal portion, in the coming 
world. | NY 15 2 145 . 72 : At A ii 11 2144 WY | 
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 *RnL1ctox, therefore is the glory of all intel- 
igent beings, from the higheſt angel,-to the _ - 
meaneſt of the human race : and will for ever 
happily its poſſeſſors, conſidered, either individ- 
ually, or, as connected in ſociety: for this aſſim- 

_ ulates the hearts of creatures, to the great foun- 
tain of being in the exerciſe of general and diſ- 
intereſted affection ; and is, the conſumation. . 
of wiſdom. © | ; e | 


Ir the preceding obſervations, have their 
foundation in reaſon, and the word of Gon: 
we ſee the happy connection between religion 
and good government. The idea that chere is, 
and ought to be, no connection between reli- 
gion and civil policy, appears to reſt upon this 
abſurd ſuppoſition ; that men by entering into Þ| 
ſociety for mutual advantage, become quite a 
different claſs of beings from what they were 
before, that they 83 to be moral beings ; 2 
and conſequently, looſe their relation and oblir 


 * 


— 
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gations to Fry a8 his . fubjelts's 
and alſo their #elations tscach other as rationat 
Total creatures” If theſe are the real eonſe- | 
| quences ef eivit connections, they are unhappy - 
indeed; as they muſt exceedingly debaſe and de. 
de human nature : and it is © readily ac- 
nowledged, theſe things being true, that᷑ reli- 
Mn can have n6 further demands upon them. 
But, if none of the relations or obligations of 
men to theit N and each other are loſt 
by entering intd ſoeiety; if — 1 remain 
moral and decountable beings, 


| then the connection, between religion 

overnment is evident—and al attempts to 

eparate them are unfriendly to ſociety, and in- 

imical'to good government, anf maſt originate | 
In ignorance or bi OO NY Df er 

-Ruv16ron : *eentially: n in Eten 

| affection to Gov, and his rational offspring ; 

and ſuch affection, can never injure that 

| —__— 4 — Hoppinels f for its 
obje 75 


— have been made to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween moral and political wiſdom moral and 
litical righteouſneſs—as tho there were two 
kinds of wiſdom and righteoaſneſs, diſtinct in 
their nature, and applicable only toe di ferent 
ſubjects + that which is moral, belonging to 
the gorernment of men as ſabjects of Gop*s do- 

minton ; and that which is political, to men as 
judjects of civil rule But, if wiſdom and righ- 
teouſneſs, are the fame in the fountain, as in 


the ſtreatns, in Gop, as in kis creatures ; differ. 
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ing not — but only ee 
then all ſuch diſtinctions are manifeſtl „ Wirh- : 
out foundation We rend it is true, of a 3 : 
ticular kind of wiſdom, the fruit of whic 

r bitter envying and ſtrife and every evil 
work : and thiat this wiſdom, is earthly, ſeriſu- 
al, and deviliſn. But, until it is made to ap- 
| pear; that this is more friendly to civil govern- 
ment, . 2 — — 5 
partialit iy, and withourhyſpocri- 

ih 78 — diſtinction, will not ap- 
ply ti human governments with: ee | 
no deftroy the conr nection | berwee! | 
good overnment. 
rie 3012 * $3 118 7 2 7 120 r re 15 = 427 l 
Rxxrorom and civil , 
and the ſame — — — 
deſigned to embrace ſome of the ſame objects, 
yet the former, extends its obligations and de- 
figns immenſely beyond what the latter can | 
pretend too: and it hath rights and : 
tives, with which the latter may not intermed- 

dle. Still, there are many ways, in which civ- 
il government may give countenance, encou- 
rigement, __ even ſupport to religion, with- 
out invading the prerogatives of the Moſt High; 
or, touching the inferior; ho ſacredrights- of 
 conſelerice: and in doing of which; it may not 
_ onl ſhew ; ts friendly — chriſtianity, 5 dat 
deri re ortant advantages to iffelf. . 
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| iſters of ſtate or miniſters” of religion, or, in 
TI ene the nay acts wil Hs. 
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have devoted their time and ſuperior abilities 


% EK LRC TTONWSRRM ON. 
erert themſel ves 10 promote that cauſe, . which 
aims at no leſs an ohjeſt, than the glory of Ju» 


nuova, and the higheſt ſelicity of his umitmit- 
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Af 01 VIL | community; formed,orgunized, 4 
adminiſtered, agrecably tothe principles which 
have been ſuggeſted, will poſſeſs internal peace 
and energy; its ſtrength and wealth may NG. 
hebe collected for neceſſary deſence, conſe» 

quently will ever be prepared to repel — 
injuries: it wilbenjay proſperity within 
and 222 thenations of 
e # 1 = Pads SY GEE VS] 40 * 

Coup this, and the other ſtates in Fs . 
rican Republic in their and united 
be eſtabliſned upon the: principles 
of truewildom, Thst righteouſneſs and good- 
neſs, which: have their maten in the nature 


Af A 


35 


pon — 
good example, and became 
bleſſing to mankind in this way we might 
eſtabliſhour character as a wiſe and underſtand- 
ing people become beautiful as: Tirzah, 
_ comely as Jeruſalem” ve ſhould < look forth 


we might ſetforthn 


as the morhing, fair as the moon, -clearas ow 
GR terrible as an army with banners. Ya 


"$664 wats 3 


Tos deſerve well of their brethren, 


to the public, in the eſtabliſhment and admin- 
| tration of eivil conſtirations, which are. cal- 


_ culated to anſwer tat Demos | 
ficial to mankind. bo * 
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1— woughts, niay-call our crareful inde 
chu to the honourable and _——_— 
acters, collected this morning in the houſe of 
Gov. Some reſpectſul, ſerious addreſſes, to 
the different IR: 0 1 oon. 
” deems ane e £0 134 . 
1 Ks. 4 ente e why ef 1 15 | is 5 4 5 
Nr dude YOUR. Erenumer, 
44x | e 5 S 
5 ene Gaar blics are ah 
: Federer ters — voice of 7 
_ corrupted citizens are the only cauſes of eleva- 
tion. The firſt Magiſtrate in ſuch a ftate, is 
mare reſpectable than the moſt powerful Mon- 
— who obtains his throne, either by arbitra- 
iſurpation, the arts of venality, or even the 
e — . —— hereditary ſucceſſion. 


+ nal worth, may be 
ET —— it was 
at firſt obtained, and map be improved fa the 
purpoſes of idlenefa and 2 ur what 
is worſe, to conſume the wealth, deſtroy the 
: „er eee, with the lives of ſub- 
zeta ſuc — 
nl ee 
they would have been in a ſtatt af nature: and 
yet find it extremely difficult, to entricate 
| themſelves from theſe complicated evils But 
ſuch abuſe oi power cannot fo eaſily take place, 
or be continued, in free republican govern» 
mente ? Where places of honor are inſeparabl parginy 
connected with 1 duties ; duties whic 
muſt be * 3 — 
| we yn war mm 
2 of prot poet of the knowledge, 
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| and love of liberty, rogether wi whh _ means of 
in preſervation. © 3530 i 0 Te. 5 TOs e 
Tien ahntderativas; add to th e - merit, 1 | 
| 1 the luſtre of thoſe wortt characters 
which have been repeatedly calle the uni- 
ted voice of their brethren to bea. in this 
State. The underſtanding of this people and 
their knowledge of worth, have been conſpi- 
eudus, in the attention generally p paid, to deſer 
ving perſonages in the election oft their rulers : 
e in the long ſucceſſion of wiſe religious 
governors, whoſe eminent talents, and pious 
examples, have been ſo extenſively beneficial to 
this community. May your Excellency's name, 
in this honourable catalogue, remain a laſting 
memorial, of the many ſervices which vou 
have rendered to this ple, as a public teſti- 
mony of the reſpect a your e fellow 
citizens: and may your unremitted exertions 
for their proſperity be continued, and all your 
benevolent endeavours to promote their tem 
poral and eternal intereſts, meet the divine bleſ- 
ſing may you never bear that ſword in Vain, 
which the exalted Mrxpia rox, through the 1 
ſtrumentality of men, hath put into your — 
let this be a ſhield to the innocent, the widow, 
and the orphan, in their oppreſſions; ; while: * 
remains a terror, to all ſuch as do evil: you 
will if poſſible, ſcatter the wicked with your 
eyes, but when coercion becomes neceflary, 
you will bring the wheel over them. Senſible 
of the weighty cares, and ſtrong temptations of 
your exalted ſtation, may your - dependance; be 
iner ly fixed on that glorious and gracious 
Being, w bath called you to office ; — 5 


Cot 
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probation infinitely: ſup perior to 4" 
uſe of mortals. By the de de of yolir 
example, and the influence of that authority 
with which you are clothed, 'may you, fir, do 
much for the honor of Gov: the Redeemer, for 
the advancement of his holy religion among 


1 


men for the promotion of righteouſneſs an 


Peace, in this, and tke United States of Ameri 


ca—for theabolition of ſlavery and every ſpe> 
cies of oppreſſion. for the increaſe of civil and 
religious liberty, in the earth And when, by 
the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events, you may be 
called, to relifquiſh the honors, ' and cares of 
this mortal life, our prayer to Almighty Gov; 
is, that in that ſolemn hour, you'may enjoy the 

_ ſupports of conſcious integrity, meet with the 
approbation of your Judge, a and be ee 
received to the Tociety of the bleſſed. 


M5 $ 


* Tur public addreſs, W now, be reſpedtful. 
8 ly preſented, to his Honor the Lieutenant-Go- 


vernor, woe Sy 2 2 ern of , 
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Tur truſt, which Gov, and chis reſpectable 
cominonwealth, have repoſed in you is truly im- 
portant. All the temporal intereſts of this peo- 


ple, in a ſenſe, are put into your hands and 
; comfiniged to your management, for the gen- 
eral good. Children ce ſtrong confidence, 


in the wiſdom and tender care of their natural 
parents; ſo, do this people in you, gentlemen, 
as their civil fathers: this confidence is not 


only implied. but expreſſed. in the deſignation 
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of een tothoſe * Which vou hold 
in the government of your fellow citizens, 
Civil liberty, is an inheritance deſcending from 
the Father of Lights, a talent which, individuals 
may not deſpiſe, or miſimprove without guilt; 
how vaſtly im N nh then, muſt this, With its 
conn gs in ſociety, —.— a large 
community 45 The extenſive views, and — 
otic feelings, of wiſe and virtuous .magiſtrates, 
deeply to impreſs their minds with 
the weight and ſolemnity of the truſt — 
in them. , for preferme 
trays a weak mind, or a vicious heart. bag 
 _ only, deſerve the honors of an elevated ſtation, 
bo are willing to bear the burdens, and per- 
form the duties which belong to it: and to 
reap the rewards which righteouſneſs and be- 
nevolence will beſtow: and who, in the ways 
of well doing, can meet with calmneſs, the tem- 
porary ingratitude, of a miſguided migjudging 
people. that the preacher would be un- 
deritood. to mean, — great eſteem, with an 
ample pecuniary recompenſe, are not due, to 
thoſe, whoſe time, and ſuperior talents are em- 
ployed, in promating the wy of 1 * 
ö low men. 


— «Wis: ee * eee are veſted 1 an con: 
ty, which men of wiſdom and virtue will ever 
revere ; which properly exercifed, none can 
_ refift, without reſiſti ſifting the ordinance of Gov: 
and perſevering in their reſiſtance * muſt rec 
to themſelves damnation.” May you ever ex- 
ercife ſuch authority, in the meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, for the beſt — your brethren: a- 
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